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hen we look at the world situation today,

we may find it difficult to feel grateful.
There is so much violence, natural disasters, pov-
erty and illness in so many places. However, if we
seriously ponder more deeply the generosity of
God, we might feel otherwise. God has been lav-
ish in creation. Let’s take a look around to see the
beauty of sunrises and sunsets, the growth and
the variety of trees and flowers, the power of the
ocean and the refreshing water of lakes. We often
move too fast and do not take time to look
around. When we think of God’s generosity in
giving us his Son Jesus to become one of us,
showing us God’s great compassion in enveloping
us with grace and blessings throughout our life,
gratitude could well up in our hearts. Let us
pause and feel gratitude...

Wondering what I would write about in this col-
umn, I realized that I have been reading a book
entitled: The Enduring Heart: Spirituality for
the Long Haul by Wilkie Au. He reflects on how
to live with grace and courage when life is diffi-
cult. He also suggests that the way of gratitude
and generosity are essential for enduring spiritual
vitality. He reminds us of the Gospel story of the
grateful leper, the one of the ten cured who
comes back in gratitude to say thank you to Je-
sus, the Healer. The author also reminds us of the
parable of the vineyard owner who hires help all
through the day to work in his vineyard. Some
people do not appreciate that parable because
they think that the owner is unfair in giving all
the laborers the same pay. They do not under-
stand that this parable is about the generosity of
the owner who pays each man, no matter when
he began the work day, the same generous salary.
The parable is about our lavish and generous God.
Our God is loving, kind, merciful and generous to
each one of us.

If we make a habit of gratitude the reward is
inner joy. It could become an attitude of mind
and heart. If we ponder God’s generosity we
may be encouraged to do the same, to be gener-
ous to those around us, to those in need near or
far. Generosity does not always mean giving away
lots of money. It can be giving a kind word of
encouragement or a smile to someone who looks




